
ft,eflertiort: "W€ peri*h*thn' trVe rtign*'
Sy frtfcfidosfiuddisJt

|Ffthe epctlccr ln Blektnson'c poetry frcqucnrly rcfcrs to

I herself es a queen or ernprEss. Ssnr,etlnres she does

I. so *alF"mocklngty, as lf to say: "l ant a drarn,l queen

ts thlnk thl$ nny'; ssrnetJme* shc eccmE In dccdly earnest:
-ss Christ suffe rtd beyond *ll men" so I beyond all womeni
Srrr of hnr f;re,sta*r ppnrxlfi, {f$9s} "Lllrn Sy*e ftst l$skcd
on WeEteg -* dnawg rsldcly froIn her ocuwe's exploradons
of qucenshlp, follcwlng lhc thrcad dcop Into ilre Inhyrlntlt
of fen:*lg End huntan, ego'psyehol*gr.

Llt<o Eyes that lookod on Waslns-
Imredulousof Ought
Bur Bhnk-and srerdy Wi lderncrp-
Dlvnrslfl+d hy Ntght*

Just Inflnl(s$ trf Nought-
rtr fsr s* lt cnu[.d see*
So lsofrcd the fsce I looked spon-
$o lookad lt**lf-on'bto*

I offorsd lr no Halp*
Snciuto thc f;augc ttmr illln&*'
The blls*rya {on:rpact
Jrs ho|tclers*on dlsho*

l{oithcr-wauld bp pbgolwd*
l,lolthur run$ld be * Qusnn
WlSl sut the Other-:Th erefon:-
We p*rt$h-*h*' W* rclgn *

The nrort signiflcent llurary analogr Dlekinson draus
sn In (FrSS*) *r $lral***pnnrssnd fugge$ttng ilte -smlc of ths
poet's queenly ernllldon. [n ]lemlet, the Prlnce (rvho ls e

ldng-ln.lmltlngJ contnrnBtatcs d*arh al fln advcrsary rvho'
tlrough oftan ttnbodled ar odrer:, nctuolly dwell* ln hlnt'
self, *nd can bt Inwlrcd by tire self'*pplicadon af nathing
fixors $atghiy than t'h*m bcdkln,r Th* plny'n rnont lconlt
rnonrent ls one In whlch $lsrnlct hcldr beforc hls own fum
tbrictt's skull and addrursa*'it as rhough the court fasttr
w*r$ illluc flrtd Fr**€mf- In d$ntffiB|, tfic pmlnund tt0gotlu'
dons behveen th+ poct of {Fr693} and deeth teke place, not
In on op*tr Unva- but In Frnnt nf lhst mu*[ dome${Nc cf CIb'

fe c{s, tlre looklmg"gtar* a loratlon to rvhlEk rltc fem*le potr
rs dally dralvn ts minlster tD Setf as though tt wert Other.

[frSS]] ls hoth atrto$t f,n lnl*t'tl{ll *mrc (dsprs*slCI;t] {ild
cxternsl reallry (the cosrnlc vnldJ. Thls themsdc dualtty rr
rug6o*t*d by rhe daltble rneanlng pf rhc verb "tCI lrsk'r (U
to f,f,$filfronr *n nxltrrta! p,cr*pcc$re, as ln dre phra-,se, o$trf;

looked f,reavenltr/; and {z} to behold, or direct the eyes out'
wgr*l$, *s,n "gh* lonle*d llencsnrvflrdr*, The p*ar, looklng at

herrelf ln thc,mlrroq, fs strusk hy thc cxprcssion on the fs{e

sf thc fl thcr [her rulle'cdnn), Tlle eyer of thils BdrEr look as lf

they un hluntad by hnpelcrsncsr 6t h*uln$ bohet* tnrr&$.
Er:fal nahlre es a lecaltzd rtflecdon of tire cssmlc lnftnlflet
nf nnthlngncrs rsvcaled by n tdnncnpr. Eut $nlf ran pfhr
0tlsr: rrs atlerrl*tlon of her de*paln th* pdrsre" afur all, not
mere ly cunJolncd but Jdenilcsl For th*rn, tc look and to see

cCIilstltubp fi.{'s p[rsncetlve* oB il]0 -$sme sct"
t{oweve4 Self and fft}rer together ere quetnly. The re-

lafinnshlp be$$'aen rhcm tn * 'Compact" ln r*htch S*lf ac-
knowletlgcr rJrc tp;:arent 0ther s* Scl{, It rvoukl bc p$be'
bty less ssessful for Self to pro{ec-t her allena$pn ecternel.ly
onr$ 0}nh$d or v*llflnel olhfir$ (sff l* th.e cd$* wltlt Inost r*l[.
glans).lnt whlle the egrtcrnent be twe nn Sclf end Other may
lntenstffd*rpahit is also a *nverelgn aft 0f a*ficptlnFa Itsrd
nxlstentlt! tr:uth, and nE *ueh lt l$ 'dlvlfie" ht-mu*e tfil* fit*
rredncss, poweri *nd lnrntorteliry can onty be achle*'ed vle

thr lrsplr*$on to *clf-sovsret$n y, The poot Is a'Que*n"-s
rclgn lng urontan, e grtnt ft nrale poct-becEu*e nf the $over.
elgnty impllcit ln h€r recognldnn oFOthcr as Self' of sther-
n**fi jn hcnclf, thcF* t* fio st*mal llf*l $nlf *nd Stlltr wlll
perish equally and slmrdteneously. But after dcsth, the pocr,
rvtra uxps the "ruyal we- fo slsn{fy tlwt $ho l* h+th Sa}f End

0then wlll dontlaur to mlgrt,liceause nf tha pontry tJrst *hc
has made of hrn Inslglrt Into the difflculr truthaf existsnce.

tslrilt :fe$clnilt6$ rlt* tod S eh-sut Dlektn**n ls hor phllo"
snplrtcel posttlon s3 e poetworklng ln the lmmedlare eftcr'
nreth of t}lr Danvlnlan rcrnolu$on, Itto,st of hor Arncrlcan
do$tnmFoffirlsr ffrlrt*d tltc" nntv nntt!:rsll*tl* wurhlrlcuJ sr
tenlper*d it wlth soIne.$ort of Enrer:onlan transcendentel-

lsm" sut Dlcktnsnn dldn'r* Slrc areeprud Barwinl*ml* hord
ln$lgh[$ *mo dm unlmpCI.rtance of hltmsn llin ln the rosttllc
urd*r. trtseenu to me thatshe *lso accepted one of its rnelor
eflnfi#4u*nrCI$t thfit fi*d" ungo[*, nnd dnltnn* wcre hunran
crcations, OtJrers barn of the Self then facdtlcucly gentcd
an lndeprndent {s{lst*tlro {D Btw our }lvas a *o"callad *plrl'
H,al nrean:lng; Dl*htnsnn looked thc abyss In the fncn auory

tlnre she looked ln the mlrror.She rtes able to endur* be'
ceurCI $hs kncrq hnw &ood *hr: w$.{. };t*r fl*,th tuntltd pcr'l*h,

but er quccn s:nong the pa'ets" her wsrd would rnlgn for'
svsn

f{lrlrolnr *uddlckronrplnlnd hl* Fh$ dl$snrtf,llor} an Entlly
0,tcklnsou thlrty ynars ago. Tltough hesnbscqu*ntly rperlnl'
Ised !n sclencc Ecflon and reletsd fentast[c lltereture" Dlctt'

[**on mnr*lnn hl* f*rvorli* pildt" llLt Inl$,ttltsohs *r* ?frs Fl$
ln tifuestone.r PrsJltrsror{c Ffctlon/runr f;horles 6sn+Jn toJean
,U"rllr*J {Wc*l*1mn {Intver*try ress, ?0{19}' and a n+w schql'
arly cdhlon af !*clt London's lfiflS el*t*lc nowlla f#s fulJ
oy'tfie ltrildln the Eroad$iew Edldons sertes (?089). He lres

t$$Shrst dre Urulrrrr*liy of lte$tn* slnc* ltfl*,


